BLOOD-GROUP studies show, beneath the diversity of the settled peoples of India, an underlying uniformity, whereas many of the aboriginal tribes differ from these people in a more marked and fundamental manner. The numerous and scattered references to these studies have been listed by Boyd (1939) and Mourant (i4) who have also collected most of the published data into tables.
a moderately high frequency of the sickle-cell trait which appears to be absent from the settled peoples of the same region (Lehmann and Cutbush, 1952) . The settled peoples in general are, however, far from being genetically uniform-they are apparently less so, for example, than the peoples of northern and central Europe. This is particularly shown in the study by of a number of different castes in Bombay. There is, therefore, still considerable scope for blood-group studies of different communities ; especially if these tend to be exclusively endogamous. In order, however, to discover statistically significant differences between the communities, it will become necessary to test larger numbers of persons than have usually been examined in the past, and any considerable extension of the work must depend on the development of laboratory facilities and serum supplies in India.
In the present paper we describe an investigation which was in 425 the first place intended to cover the A1A2BO, MNS and Rh groups of the Sikhs. As the work proceeded the rapid progress of research on the abnormal hmoglobins (one of which is responsible for sickling) made it desirable to look for those as well. All blood samples were Total .
. . Total . The Rh frequencies also are fairly typical of the north Indian region, but with the frequency of chromosomes CDe and cDE among the higher of the values previously reported, and that of cde among the lower. The C" gene had previously been found in the Indian sub-continent (in Pakistan) (Chaudhri et al., 1952) , only in the rare combination C"de. In the present series, in the absence of the genotype C"de/cde, it is presumed that, as in Europe, C"' occurs in the combination C"'De. The typically African cDe chromosome is something more than a sporadic mutant as had been suspected when it had been found only in one Sikh (Bird, Lehmann and Mourant, 1955) and in two families of European ancestry. At the same time as the tests on the Sikhs, specimens from 13 Punjabi Hindus were tested, with the discovery of one individual heterozygous for hmoglobins A and D. The production of hmog1obin D thus seems to be essentially a Caucasoid character. Hmoglobin S, typical of Africans and of Indian and Arabian Veddoids, was not found, nor was hemoglobin E, typical of S.E. Asia but penetrating into India.
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